
Report of Research Conclave 2024 

 

The Research Conclave 2024 organised jointly by the Department of Research, Innovation and 

Incubation and Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) of Coimbatore Institute of Technology (CIT)  

held at CIT on August 9, 2024, served as a distinguished platform for intellectual discourse, aimed at 

fostering a robust research culture, innovation, and academia-industry collaboration. This conclave 

was conceptualized as a strategic initiative to bridge the gap between academic research and industry 

requirements. Organized as a one-day event in the IT Seminar Hall, CIT, the conclave witnessed an 

overwhelming response from research scholars, faculty members, and industry experts. 

 

 

  



The primary goal of the conclave was to offer an exclusive forum for early-career researchers and 

faculty members engaged in advanced technological research to collaborate and exchange knowledge 

with eminent industry professionals. Such initiatives play a pivotal role in aligning academic research 

with societal demands, fostering a culture of interdisciplinary exploration, and generating research-

driven solutions that address global challenges. 

 

 

 

 



The event commenced with a formal inaugural session, during which Dr. N.K. Karthikeyan, Head of 

the Department of Information Technology (HOD-IT) and Dean (Research), CIT, delivered the 

welcome address. In his address, Dr. Karthikeyan highlighted the critical importance of integrating 

research into academic institutions and emphasized how robust research activities contribute 

significantly to accreditation processes such as NBA and NAAC, while also addressing key societal 

challenges. He urged the academic community to embrace a research-oriented mindset and to actively 

engage in innovation for national development. 

 

In her presidential address, Dr. A. Rajeswari, Principal of CIT, elaborated on the transformative role of 

research in fostering technological advancements and national progress. She emphasized that research 

collaborations with industry stakeholders are essential to ensure that academic pursuits remain 

relevant and impactful. Dr. Rajeswari further encouraged faculty members and students to engage in 

collaborative research initiatives, which could lead to breakthrough innovations with real-world 

applications. 

 

 

 

The keynote address was delivered by Mr. N.G. Venkat, Consultant at Digital Associate, on the topic 

Creativity and Innovation in Indian Startups and the IT Industry. Drawing from his extensive 

experience in the global startup ecosystem, Mr. Venkat provided a comprehensive overview of the 

emerging trends and evolving dynamics in the Indian IT industry. His presentation was enriched with 

case studies and real-world examples that underscored the importance of creativity and innovation in 

ensuring the sustainability and growth of startups. He spoke at length about the various challenges 

encountered by Indian startups and highlighted strategies to overcome them through innovative 

problem-solving and adaptability. Mr. Venkat’s address served as a source of inspiration for aspiring 

entrepreneurs, encouraging them to pursue unconventional approaches in their research endeavours. 



His session concluded with a dynamic Q&A segment, where participants eagerly sought insights on 

topics ranging from startup management to innovation strategies. 
 

Session II featured Ms. Siva Raghavi, Startup Enabler at KG VIP Forum, who delivered a thought-

provoking lecture on Technology Commercialization and Its Challenges. Ms. Raghavi provided a 

detailed exposition on the commercialization process, illustrating how cutting-edge research can be 

transformed into marketable innovations. She drew from her personal entrepreneurial experiences to 

shed light on the intricacies of market dynamics, intellectual property management, and strategic 

partnerships. Her session was highly interactive and pragmatic, offering participants actionable 

insights into the challenges associated with technology transfer and commercialization. She also 

emphasized the importance of perseverance, agility, and collaboration in overcoming barriers to 

market entry. The session resonated strongly with participants, many of whom were inspired to 

explore entrepreneurial opportunities. 

 
 

The afternoon session (Session III) was led by Dr. Elavazhakan, Librarian and Chief Knowledge 

Officer at IIM Trichy, who delivered a comprehensive lecture on Ethics in Research and Journal 

Writing. His session provided practical guidance on preparing high-quality research papers and 

emphasized the importance of ethical practices in academic publishing. Dr. Elavazhakan meticulously 

explained the concept of research integrity and the ramifications of unethical practices such as data 

manipulation and plagiarism. He offered valuable insights into identifying reputable journals, 

preparing manuscripts for submission, and improving the chances of acceptance. His discussion on 

the significance of originality and the use of plagiarism-checking tools was particularly enlightening 

for early-career researchers. In addition to addressing research ethics, Dr. Elavazhakan also elaborated 

on best practices for conducting literature reviews, structuring research papers, and adhering to 

journal guidelines.  



 

His session concluded with a discussion on the role of research publications in enhancing the visibility 

and impact of academic institutions.  

 

 



The Research Conclave 2024 concluded with a Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. M. Mandhirasalam, 

IQAC Coordinator, CIT.  He expressed heartfelt gratitude to the distinguished resource persons for 

sharing their expertise and inspiring the participants. Dr. Mandhirasalam extended his appreciation to 

the organizing committee, faculty members, research scholars, and student volunteers for their 

dedicated efforts in making the event a resounding success. In his closing remarks, Dr. 

Mandhirasalam reiterated the importance of such platforms in cultivating a research-centric culture 

and fostering a spirit of inquiry among young minds. He encouraged participants to leverage the 

knowledge gained during the conclave in their ongoing research pursuits and to seek collaborative 

opportunities with industry partners.  
 

The Research Conclave 2024 provided participants with an enriching experience, offering a unique 

blend of theoretical insights and practical advice. The interactive nature of the sessions encouraged 

meaningful discussions, enabling participants to gain new perspectives on the challenges and 

opportunities in their respective fields. Moreover, the event underscored the growing importance of 

interdisciplinary research and innovation in addressing complex societal issues. It laid the foundation 

for future collaborations between academia and industry, which are crucial for driving technological 

advancements and contributing to national development. The conclave was widely appreciated by 

attendees for its well-structured sessions and diverse range of topics. It served as a testament to CIT’s 

commitment to promoting research excellence and fostering a culture of continuous learning and 

innovation. 
 

 
 

In conclusion, the success of the Research Conclave 2024 marks a significant milestone in CIT’s 

journey toward becoming a centre of excellence in research and innovation. It has set a benchmark for 

future initiatives aimed at nurturing young researchers and strengthening academia-industry ties. The 

insights gained from this conclave will undoubtedly inspire participants to pursue their research 

endeavours with renewed enthusiasm and purpose. 


